FYSA is a
“State Association”
of USSF
- State Championship Series
- Tournament Sanctioning
- Competition
- Grassroots Outreach
USSF 109 (26) "State Association" means the administrative body within a
territory determined by the National Council to carry out the Federation’s
programs for amateur youth or amateur adult players, or both.”

Hierarchy of Governance
It is important to understand what laws and rules govern FYSA.
United States
Law
Florida
Law
USSF
Bylaws
FYSA
Bylaw

U.S. Federal Law governs over all.
The Amateur Sports Act of 1978
36 U.S.C. ch.2205
.

Florida State Law is the next level of governance
Background checks , insurance, and other issues.

The Bylaws of USSF are the next level

The Bylaws of the National Federation control FYSA and its members.

The Bylaw of FYSA are the next level
The FYSA Bylaws set further the administration of the policies
of the National Federation with the state of Florida

FYSA Rules
FYSA Rules are the lowest level of governance,
and exist as operating procedures for all of the above.

The 15 Mile Rule was enacted at the 2008 FYSA AGM.
It was a member proposed rule change.
It was enacted with the express purpose of
“protecting” existing member clubs.
This was done without any effort to establish
that this rule was “for the good of the game”
or that it would in any way contribute to the
growth of the game.

A club’s veto power is
absolute and does not require
any supporting justification.

The Amateur Sports Act
Requires “equal opportunity”
… “without discrimination”
and “opportunity for a hearing to any”
… “ineligible to participate”
36 U.S.C. ch.2205 Section 201 B(6)

FYSA’s 15 Mile Run clearly contradicts
the spirit of the Amateur Sports Act.

USSF Bylaw 105 references
the Amateur Sports Act,
and reiterates a policy of nondiscrimination.
USSF Bylaw 105(c) clearly lays out the exceptions to this
policy. It reads:
“except that the Federation and its members may have rules for
team formation and soccer competitions that classify players and
teams based on age, sex, citizenship, disability, amateur status,
competitive ability, or as otherwise mandated by FIFA.”

Under the 15 Mile Rule, FYSA Member Clubs
can discriminate against local applicants
without explanation or justification.

USSF Bylaw 201 states:
"Membership in the Federation is open to all soccer
organizations and all soccer players, coaches, trainers,
managers, administrators and officials without discrimination
on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin,
citizenship, disability, age, sex, sexual orientation, gender
identity, or veteran status.“

The tone of this statement
is generally inclusive.
It is reasonable to suggest that the unrestricted veto power of the
15 Mile Rule violates this spirit of bylaw..

The Tone of Inclusion of overall
inclusion is stated again in

USSF Bylaw 212.3(a)1:
“membership … shall be
open to any amateur soccer
organization in its territory."
FYSA’s 15 Mile Run clearly contradicts
the spirit of the USSF Bylaws.

FYSA’s Bylaws
are the next
level of
governance.

The 15 Mile Rule
violates
FYSA’s Bylaw 1.5

“any amateur soccer organization in FYSA’s territory.”
This is statement in our bylaws clearly echoes
the spirit of the laws that govern our organization.

Beneath all of
these governing
rules is the
15 mile rule.
The 15 Mile Rule creates unrestricted discrimination
based purely on geography.
The way the rule currently exists there is nothing preventing
members clubs from exercising the veto power based on
federally prohibited reasons, such as race, gender, or religion.

So, is it a free for all ?
Of Course Not !!
U.S. Soccer Federation
Policy 212-1 Section 4(b)iv
provides useful guidance.

U.S. Soccer Federation Policy 212-1 Section 4(b)iv states:
“reasonable policies, rules, regulations, and requirements
may include but are not limited to the following:”
- Minimum Number of Players
- Minimum Number of Recreational Players
OR Affiliation with Another Organization Member
- Follows All Team Formation and Game Rules
- Following All Licensing and Background Check Rule
- Application of All Disciplinary Rulings
- Maintains a Board of Directors and Financial Accountability
- Rationally Supportable Geographic Rules

1. Requires Vetoing Members To Rationally
Justify and Explain Their Reasoning.
2. Allows for Consideration of the
Good of the Game.
1. Protects Existing Members

