
Florida Youth Soccer Association Board of Directors Meeting 
Date:  1/29/25 

 Meeting – via Zoom 
Roll-Call: 

X  Daragh Cullen - President AE  Dave DiTillio – RVP-C X   Sean Acosta - RCDW 

X  

Cris Whittaker – VP Player & Co 
Coach Development X  

Louis Richard – RVP-D 
   

X  Becky McLaren - Secretary X  Russell Walker - RCAN    
AE  Justin Goldman - Treasurer A  Lance Lass - RCAS    

X  

Mike Hyatt – VP Admin & 
Comm.   X  Hugo Arce - RCBN    

 
X*  Olaf Henke – VP Competition AE  Moncef Hadiji -RCBS    
X  Alice Smith - Registrar X  Mike Callaway - RCCN    

 
X*  Marino Torrens – RVP-A    X  Ed Kinsey - RCCS    
X  Justin Lauer – RVP- B A  Melissa Alford - RCDE    

  
X = in attendance, A = Absence, AE= Absence Excused 

C = Called in for an in-person meeting, * = left meeting early 
 

• Guests:  Joel Dragan, Executive Director, Mike Strickler, FYSA DOC, Becky Messina, FYSA Staff, Barry Whitlin, 
Protest and Appeals Chair, Tom Tianich, RCAAS, Mike Sroka, RCABN, Stephan Huff, RCABAS, John Withkowski, 
RCACN, Kai Velmer, Past President. Corina Ramirez, Women in Soccer Chair 

• Ad Hoc: 
• Minutes taken by:  Becky McLaren 
• Do we have Quorum:  Yes       
• Action Items are in red and should be reviewed at the end of the meeting 
• Motions and resulting votes are bolded italics and underlined. 

 
Called to Order:  The meeting was called to order 6:40pm 

Roll Call:  Roll was taken by Becky McLaren 

Adopt Agenda: 

It was moved to adopt the agenda as presented. 
Marino  – moved 
Louis – seconded 
Motion Carries 

It was moved and seconded to approve the minutes of the previous meeting.  
Marino – moved 
Mike H - seconded 
Motion Carries 

Recognize Guests – none other than noted. 

Correspondence:  None 

President’s Report:  Apologize to everyone that he has had to take a step back for a bit due to some personal reasons.  
Sorry that he missed the meetings.  He is playing catch up but is catching up as fast as possible. Looking forward to 
getting the ball rolling again. 

Secretary’s Report:  Had meeting with personnel committee in Chicago.  Information will be shared in Executive Session.  
Hope to share something with branding shortly. 



VP Player/Coach Development:  Report in the dropbox 

VP Admin & Comm:  Report in dropbox 

VP Competition:  News coming through the competition department with some cooperation between leagues – which 
will get us to a more transparent pathway for teams.   

Registrar:  Report in dropbox.   Our competitive numbers are up but our recreational are down.  RVP’s please make 
contact with your clubs.  

Regional VP Reports: 

Region A:  Starting Commissioner’s cup Saturday we have 180 teams.   Tom is hosting U11/U12 and Marino hosting U13 
and above 

Region B:  Numbers are up to 100 teams. Commissioner’s Cup going well.  Leagues starting spring season. 

Region C:  We have 161 teams in Commissioner’s Cup.  Play starts the weekend of Feb 1 and 2 with the U11/U12 and 
the following weekend the U13 and above.  Quarterfinals on 3/8-3/9 with semi-final/finals on March 22 and March 23. 

Region D:  More teams then last year but just short of our goal.   Commissioner’s Cup going well.  We have a new 
Regional commissioner in the West.  Welcome Sean 

Executive Director/Staff Report:  Welcome to Sean –    

Thank our Regional delegations – for all their hard work with commissioner’s cup and help. 

Traveling to Region A and then to Region D to take in commissioner’s cup in each region 

Convention in Chicago – had meeting with US Soccer – we need them to lead us and make some decisions. 

Thank the rules and revisions committee – going to have an in person meeting next week.  

Hurricane Grants – under new business 

Foundation Grants application will go out by end of the week.    

Spring Season – Christian sent out dates please respond and help if you can. 

Director of Coaching Report: 

Pool training this weekend and next weekend. Have some events coming up with GA. 

Going to try and take one team to an Easter Tournament 

Coaching course done in Region A  

Standing Committees: 

Protest and Appeals – Barry – Will meet with Joel when in Region A 

Awards and Recognition:  Meet with Chris Waugh about updating nominations.  Mike S suggested put on the rotating 
items on the website.   

R & D:  Report in dropbox 

Unfinished Business: 

US Soccer Birth Year 

US Soccer has stated that they do not have any information that one is better than the other.   



Cris – meet with FCL and they are leaning toward seasonal year August 1 to July 31.  Cris also advised it is also better for 
college recruiting.   

Mike S – Change can be complicated – does not think we need to do it.   

Mike H – Agree with Mike S – that we should be the leaders.  US Soccer needs to take a stand 

Becky – We need to not make a quick decision.  We need to do our due diligence and do what is best for our members 
as that is who we serve. 

Tom – Finds it interesting that US Club wants to use Recreational when they don’t do recreational.  Thinks we should 
keep things the way it is and be a leader and have US Club follow us. 

Cris:  Are we going to vote tonight or are we going to wait till we get with Olaf and see where we are? 

Daragh will get with Olaf and will get back to us electronically. 

New Business: 

Name Change:  AN All Play Soccer Club Inc. 

It has been moved and seconded to approve the name change from All Play Soccer Club to APSC Elite. 

Russell – moved 
Mike H – seconded 
Motion Carries 

Hurricane Grant 

We have placed a large goal order and those will be shipped directly to clubs.   

We will have a total amount given in the next couple weeks and we will share that will all.  

Publix Contract Renewal 

Publix contract has been renewed for 3 years.   
 
Executive Session: 
 
It has been moved and seconded to ratify the decisions made in Executive Session. 
Becky – moved 
Cris – seconded  
Motion Carries 
 
For the Good of the Game 
Becky – excited to announce that we are going to be distributing a branding guide. 
Mike H – Thanks to all on the Board and I appreciate you all 
Louis – Thank you to all that went to the coach’s convention in Chicago – opening up minds to what is available in the 
soccer world. – Very awesome thing.  Going to be going on for at least two more years. 
Daragh- High School team won districts last night – Wish Sean best of luck on his district game.   
Ed – Looking forward to Tampa Bay Sun women’s professional team – looking at Feb 22 – Girls in Soccer Initiative 
          
Adjourn:   Motion to adjourn at 8:41pm 
Cris – moved 
Mike H– seconded 
Motion Carries  


